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YOU’RE INVITED! 
Get Online Week 
16-22 October 

Just by participating, you could win 
a Samsung Galaxy® Tab A Lite! 
  
 

PRESENTATION BY CSIRO & AUSSIE BIRD COUNT 

FREE TECH SUPPORT SESSIONS 

TEA PARTIES & PRIZE DRAWS 
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We're delighted to invite you to an exciting week of online learning where you 
can acquire new technology skills and make a meaningful contribution to 
important scientific research through the Aussie Bird Count.  

We'd love to have you join us throughout a jam-packed week of 
learning new skills and connecting and contributing to your 
community.  

It all kicks off on Monday 16 October at 3pm when you’re invited to join us for 
afternoon tea and a captivating talk presented by the CSIRO’s Atlas of Living 
Australia team and Aussie Bird Count, where we'll provide valuable insights 
into the fascinating world of citizen science, bird counting, and conservation 
efforts. The talk will be streamed live into the library or you can join online 
from home. 

You can also attend free tech support sessions and come along to the wrap-up 
tea party on Friday 20 October where the prize draws will take place. 
 

These sessions are free and open to all skill levels, so don't miss this 
opportunity to enhance your digital literacy. 

 

As a bonus, participants in Get Online Week will have the chance to win 
fantastic prizes, including Samsung Galaxy Tab A7 Lite tablets and other 
goodies! 

 

You must complete a participant survey before the Friday October 20 prize 
draws take place to be in the running to win. Complete the form or follow the 
QR Code link on the back of this booklet  

More information on the library website: www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au 
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3PM MONDAY 16 OCTOBER 

Join Online or at your Library 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89036771799 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 16-20 OCTOBER 

Book at your local library 

FRIDAY 20 OCTOBER  

Book at your local library 

PRESENTATION BY CSIRO & AUSSIE BIRD COUNT 

FREE TECH SUPPORT SESSIONS 

TEA PARTIES & PRIZE DRAWS 

Library Branch details on page 50 
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**How to Participate & Win** 
To be eligible to win fabulous prizes including Samsung Galaxy TabA Lite tablets, bird 
identification books, and chocolates, all you need to do is participate in one of the our 
Get Online Week Activities and complete the participant survey. You could come just 
to the launch talk on the Monday, attend a tech support session or join in the wrap-up 
tea parties and prize draws on Friday. Come to one or come to all! Competition terms 
& conditions available on the library website. 

 

In addition to learning new digital skills, we invite you to participate in the Aussie Bird 
Count, an annual citizen science project aimed at monitoring and understanding 
Australia's bird populations. By contributing your observations, you play a crucial role 
in helping scientists collect valuable data that aids in bird conservation efforts. It only 
takes 20 minutes to contribute to this important citizen science project and you can 
participate from anywhere. 

 

All you need is a computer, tablet, or smartphone, an email address (we can help set 
one up with you if you don’t have one), and 20 minutes of time to count birds you see. 
If you don’t have a tablet, phone, or computer, you can still participate and build 
important digital skills using the Library computers. 

 

We’re here to help!  We know that learning new skills can be tough and navigating the 
online world can be a bit scary. But don't worry, we've got your back! By joining in on 
Get Online Week and participating in the Aussie Bird Count, with our awesome library 
staff supporting you along the way, you'll not only improve your online skills but also 
boost your confidence.  

 

**App Installation Support** Throughout the week, our library staff will be available to 
answer any questions you may have about participating in the Aussie Bird Count or 
downloading the app. We'll guide you through the process of downloading the Aussie 
Bird Count app on your mobile phone or tablet. If you prefer, we can also help you get 
started using the library computers. Additionally, we can assist you with any other 
basic tech-related queries you might have. 

 

Friday—wrap-up tea party and prize draw. Check your local branch details for 
times. RSVP helpful for catering purposes. 

 

Contact your local branch for more details (contact details on page 50 of 
this booklet), or check the Get online Week website page on the library 
website: www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au 
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Get started now with these tips and guides 

and participate in citizen science research projects 

to build your tech skills. 
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Online Participation &  

Citizen Science Projects 

Participating in citizen science activities is a great way to boost your tech 

skills and confidence whilst contributing to your community.  

Citizen science is science for everyone! Specifically, citizen science is when 

the public voluntarily helps conduct scientific research. Citizen scientists 

may design experiments, collect data, analyse results, and solve problems  

 

There's also opportunities to contribute and support other online resources 

such as Trove, the National Library of Australia’s database is a single point 

of entry to a treasure trove of artefacts, curiosities and stories from 

Australia’s cultural, community and research institutions.  

 

If you’re looking for more tech support, the Library runs tech help 

information sessions and one-on-one tech support  opportunities 

throughout the year. 

Contact your local library branch to see what’s offer. 

There’s also an Online Tech Help section on the Library website under the 

yellow ‘My Online Library’ tab. www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au 
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How to Participate in the Aussie Bird Count 
The Aussie Bird Count happens during National Bird Week in October. 
You can submit bird counts all year at BirfLife 

Make a difference for bird conservation by giving a moment of your time to count the birds 

that are counting on you. Participate in the Aussie Bird Count during Bird Week in October 

and use your observation skills for a 20-minute period to make a simple but important 

contribution to Birdlife Australia’s conservation initiatives. 

Each year people across the country head out to their front yards, backyards, courtyards, 

parks and play areas to count how many birds they see to provide a snapshot of Australia’s 

more common bird species. It’s a fun, simple and safe activity observing nature, which is 

proven to provide benefits to mental health and wellbeing. Collecting this data at the same 

time each year allows us to look at the trends in our bird communities over time. Think of 

birds as a barometer for nature, as their health and wellbeing is one of nature’s best 

indicators. Download the Aussie Bird Count app and get involved or learn more 

at www.aussiebirdcount.org.au. 

Count birds all 
year round at 
BirdLife! 
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Use the Aussie Bird Count app or the webform to record your count details, 
including the bird species you see and how many. 

The App 
You can download the app now, but it only has the field guide function available. The full 

version of the app will be available from 1 October. The app will be open for one week after 

the end of the event so people can submit backdated surveys. 

 

Download it now from your app store! 
 

The app can be used offline, it saves data and submits your 

responses when you’re back online. You’ll need to manually choose your location or do 

survey as normal. You only need to register your details once—either online or on the app—

as it remembers your details. 
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Step 4—If you don’t know your bird you can use the in-built field guide/bird finder. 
Enter the size, shape and colour of the bird. Remember that some male and female 
bird species are completely different colours. You’ll then get a list of birds to 
choose from, if yours is there, add it to your list. If it’s not there, go back and try a 
different colour combination or even size and shape. 

 
Step 1—Enter you details 

Step 2—Choose your location. This should be done automatically if you have 
internet, otherwise you can type your location in the address search bar. 

Step 3—If you know the name of the bird, start typing it. When you see your 
bird, click on it to add it to your list. 
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Participating without a mobile device 
or internet access at home 
You can still participate in the bird count even if you don’t have you own mobile 
phone, tablet, or computer, or do not have access to the internet at home. 
The Library has free internet you can use to download the app and then you can do 
your count offline and return to the library to upload it to BirdLife. 

Another way to participate is  to use pen and paper to record your location and the 
birds you see for 20 minutes, then come to the Library and get help to use the 
Library computers to upload your data. 

Whatever method you choose, Library staff are here to help! Book in for one of the 
drop-in sessions for more support and one-on-one help participating in the Aussie 
Bird Count. 

 Submit your count online at the Library 

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/submit-a-count/ 

Step 5—Once your 20 minutes is up, you’ll have a chance to 
review your details on this page before you finally submit 
your count. 

All of these fields can be edited, so if you are submitting 
backdated counts you can change the time and date by 
clicking on them.  

Thank you for submitting your count! 

From this page you can share your count to social media or 
register your address to go into the draw to win a prize. 

All prizes can be viewed at 
www.aussiebirdcount.org.au/prizes. 
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The Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) is a collaborative, digital, open 
infrastructure that pulls together Australian biodiversity data from multiple 
sources, making it accessible and reusable. 

The ALA helps to create a more detailed picture of Australia’s biodiversity for 
scientists, policy makers, environmental planners and land managers, industry and 
the general public, and enables them to work more efficiently. 

The ALA is the Australian node and a full voting member of GBIF – the Global 
Biodiversity Information Facility – an international network and data infrastructure 
funded by the world’s governments and aimed at providing anyone, anywhere, 
open access to data about all types of life on Earth.  
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One of the easiest ways to contribute to the Atlas of Living Australia is to submit species 
sightings via a citizen science app for smartphones – you don’t need any other special 
equipment or expert knowledge to get involved. 

 

By using an app that contributes data to the ALA, your observations contribute to our 
national biodiversity database and will be used by researchers and decision-makers in 
their work. Below is a selection of apps that contribute data to the ALA. 

 

The ALA manages the Australian node of iNaturalist – the world’s leading social network 
for biodiversity. We recommend ALA users upload individual observations to 
iNaturalist Australia. The app is freely available for recording observations of flora, fauna 
and fungi. 

Key features: 

• Observations made in Australia are harvested weekly to the Atlas of Living Australia 
• iNaturalist helps users with species identification using community expertise and AI 

image recognition 
• You can set your profile to be affiliated with iNaturalist Australia 

 

https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
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BioExpertise Engine 
The BioExpertise Engine is an Artificial Collective Super-Intelligence (ACSI) platform 
designed to reward and score ecological expertise. It engages thousands of people, 
of all levels of expertise (from “beginners” to “masters”), in evaluating nature 
observations to map and assess biodiversity health. It uses a double-blind peer 
review system to eliminate bias, along with an information marketplace to motivate 
participants and reward on-the-ground conservation efforts. Data is shared with the 
ALA and GBIF. 

Birdata 
Birdata is BirdLife Australia’s new birding portal and app. It is the most convenient and efficient method of contrib-
uting to BirdLife’s numerous monitoring programs, such as the long-running Shorebird, Beach-nesting Birds, Swift Par-
rot and Birds in Backyard surveys. 

Butterflies Australia 
Butterflies Australia is a national citizen science project run by researchers at the Australian Na-
tional University to encourage everybody to record butterfly sightings. 

eBird Australia 
eBird Australia is Australia’s portal to eBird, an app used by keen birders across the world. 

FrogID 
FrogID is a national citizen science project developed by the Australian Museum to enable 
citizen scientists to record frog calls and help us learn more about what is happening to 
Australia’s frogs. 

NatureMapr 
NatureMapr is an Australian made and owned regionally focused citizen science platform that 
allows anybody to: 
– Report a sighting anywhere across Australia and receive expert identification of their records. 
– Build and maintain field guides for their local areas. 
– Increase their knowledge of important species within a thriving community. 

QuestaGame 
QuestaGame is an Australian-made mobile app that connects people to nature as a way to discover, 
learn about and map biodiversity for research and conservation. Observations of flora, fauna and 
fungi are harvested regularly to the Atlas of Living Australia. It includes scoring, rewards, levels, chal-
lenges and “bioquests” designed to increase scientific value while engaging a broader audience – 
experts and non-experts, naturalists and non-naturalists, teachers and students, young and old alike. 

More citizen science projects to get 
involved with 

http://bioexpertise.org/
http://bioexpertise.org/
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
https://www.butterflies.org.au/external/home
https://ebird.org/australia/home
https://www.frogid.net.au/
https://naturemapr.org/home
https://naturemapr.org/home
https://questagame.com/
https://questagame.com/
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More apps for citizen scientists 

Find citizen science projects 

There are also hundreds of citizen science projects listed on the Australian Citizen Science Project Find-
er, which allows you to search by location or subject area of interest, and find the perfect project for 
you. 

Other community projects to get 
involved with 

Trove is a collaboration between the National Library of Australia and hundreds of Partner 
organisations around Australia.  

Automatically extracting text from scans of old newspapers, gazettes, magazines, newsletters 
and books is extremely challenging. Although the best available Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR) software has been used, the condition of the images it has to process 
combined with the frequently small fonts used means that many errors of interpretation are 
made. 

Thankfully, many people have stepped in to correct the text and in so doing have made a 
wonderful contribution to this resource, and helped to improve search results. 

Join the Voluntroves  

Become part of our Voluntrove community and contribute to Australian national collections. 
On Trove you can explore, communicate, contribute and create online.  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/landing/community 

https://biocollect.ala.org.au/acsa#isCitizenScience%3Dtrue%26isWorldWide%3Dfalse%26max%3D20%26sort%3DdateCreatedSort
https://biocollect.ala.org.au/acsa#isCitizenScience%3Dtrue%26isWorldWide%3Dfalse%26max%3D20%26sort%3DdateCreatedSort
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The following is 
information about setting 
up an email account with 
the email provider, Gmail. 
It is just one of the email 
providers that you can 
choose to set up an 
account with. 

 

If you would like to set up 
an email account with 
another provider, please 
see the relevant guides 
available online at the Be 
Connected  website by 
scanning the QR Code on 
your mobile device or 
typing the web address 
into your internet browser 
on your computer. If all of 
this sounds like 
gobbledygook, don’t 
worry., we're here to help. 
Contact your local library 
branch to see what tech 
classes and support they 
have coming up.  

www.beconnected.esafety.gov.au 
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The Be Connected website is a great place to access information and online 
tutorials  on topics such as setting up an email account, being safe online, 
computer basics, and more. It’s also a great place to find further support to 
increase your digital skills and confidence.  

www.beconnected.esafety.gov.au 
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Get Online Week happens 
each year in October.  
You can use the following resources 
year-round to assist you to gain new 
skills and confidence online. 
 

• Tip Sheets 

• Stay safer online 

• Make your device easier to use 

• Find reliable information online 

• Save money and compare prices online 

• Online Banking security 

 

Try One Thing 
Open up new opportunities and experiences by having a go at one of 
the ‘try one thing’  tip sheets. Develop new skills using your 
smartphone, tablet, or computer. 
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Providing free public library services to the shires of 

Ballina, Byron, Tweed and Lismore City. 

 
Richmond Tweed Regional Library acknowledges 

the traditional custodians of the land on which we work. 
 

   

6 Centenary Drive • PO Box 4031 • Goonellabah NSW 2480 

 

T 02 6625 5100  •  E rtrl@rtrl.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au 
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Joining online from home is as easy as scanning the QR code and joining 

the ZOOM meeting. The friendly library staff will be there to greet you 

online from 2.30pm or come into the branch and share afternoon tea with 

us as we watch the presentation together. Library staff can also assist you 

to download the Aussie Bird Count App on your device or help you 

participate using the library computers. We’re there to help so you don’t 

need any tech skills at all to participate. 

3PM MONDAY 16 OCTOBER 

Join Online or at your Library 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89036771799 

PRESENTATION BY CSIRO & AUSSIE BIRD COUNT 
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To be in the running to win great prizes you need to fill out the survey, 

your details, and return it to the Library before Friday 20 October 

Full name __________________________________________ 

Phone Number ____________________________________ 

Email Address (if you have one) _______________________ 

Name of Library Branch______________________ 

Must be completed and returned to the Library before the major prize draws on Friday 20 
October to be in the running to win. 

Terms and conditions on the library website www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au 
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www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOLW2023 

Or complete and return the survey on the inside page to your nearest 
library branch 

 

Entries must be received 
either online, or to your 
library branch before the 
prize draws are held on 
Friday 20 October 


